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DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE STAFF REPORT 

  

Site:     59 Albion Street  
Case:      HPC 2019.064 
Applicant Name:   Daryl O. & Katherine E. St Laurent 
Date of Application:   August 56, 2019 
Recommendation: Significant  
Hearing Date:    September 17, 2019 
 

 

 

I. Historical Association  

Evolution of Site: Albion Street was 
constructed on land originally owned by 
Woodbury and first appears as one of a group  
of four mansard cottages as can be seen on the 
1884 Hopkins Atlas. The barn was constructed 
between 1884 and 1895 when it is first 
documented.  

Directory research lists most of the tenants as 
blue collar with jobs ranging from horse-shoer 
to teamster to provision dealer to masons. All 
of whom worked closely with horses. See attached directory, deed and building permit research.  

Deed research could not be brought further back that 1930 when Merchants Co-operative Bank 
sold the property to Joseph and Mary Scanlan who do not appear in the City Directories at this 
address. They lived on Munroe Street in the 1920s and 1930s. He owned or worked for the 
Pennsylvania Oil Company according to the directories. Two 1929 Boston Globe articles mention 
John Sullivan of 59 Albion Street as a bootlegger.  A 1949 Boston Globe article mentions Joseph 
Luongo as the man who took a 2 year-old victim of a hit and run to the hospital. See attached 
news articles. 
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Architectural Description: The 1 ½ story gable end barn has a hay loft door and hoist centrally 
located in the center cross gable. The carriage entry has been converted to garage doors. 2 
windows are located below. 

Summary: The barn was constructed between 1884 and 1895. The tenants of the house were 
people who would have had horse and carts for their businesses although no specific information 
was found. The 1905 and 1906 City Directories do not show any horses nor automobiles at this 
address during those years. It is not known how George E. Halpin, mason traveled for his trade or 
carried his supplies. However, the City directories do note that his place of business was in 
Boston. 

Findings on Historical Association 

For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly 
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (b) are at the end of the next section. 

(a)  In accordance with the historic information obtained from Findings on Historical 
Association, which utilizes historic maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit 
research, and through an examination of resources that document the history of the City, such as 
Somerville Past and Present, Staff find 59 Albion Street to be importantly associated with one or 
more historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, cultural, political, economic or 
social history of the City or the Commonwealth.   

The subject building is found importantly associated with the broad architectural, cultural, 
economic and social history of the City due its construction type and use. Barns and stable were 
necessary adjuncts to the pre-automotive era. 

 

II. Historical and Architectural Significance 

The findings for historical and/or architectural significance of a historic property address the 
period, style, method of building construction and association with a reputed architect or builder 
of the subject property, either by itself of in the context of a group of buildings of structures 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). 

The period of significance for the barn at 59 Albion Street begins with its construction between 
1884-1895 where it essential for the housing of horses and carts and other horse-related 
equipment and supplies.  

Integrity 

The National Park Service identifies historic integrity as the ability of a property to convey 
significance. A property should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent or contain the 
values and qualities for which it is judged significant; therefore, the following is an identification 
and evaluation of these qualities and alterations as they affect the ability of the subject property 
to convey significance.  

a. Location:  The building has not been moved. It is located as far as possible from the 
house along a rear lot line typical for a use that would produce bad odors and attract flies 
and vermin. 

b. Design:  The building has an archetypal loft and cross gable plan. 

c. Materials:  The building is constructed of wood. 
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d. Alterations:  The building has few alterations. The barn doors have been replaced with 
overhead garage doors. 

Evaluation of Integrity:  The building retains integrity of form, massing and style with few 
alterations. 

Findings for Historical and Architectural Significance 

For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly 
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (a) can be found at the end of the previous 
section.  

(b)  In accordance with the Finding on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed architect 
or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, as well as 
integrity, which assess the ability of the property to convey significance, Staff find 59 Albion 
Street barn historically or architecturally significant.   

The subject barn is found historically and architecturally significant due to its method of building 
construction and its association with pre-automotive Somerville. 

 

III. Recommendation 

Recommendations are based upon an analysis by Historic Preservation Staff of the permit 
application and the required findings for the Demolition Review Ordinance, which requires 
archival and historical research, and an assessment of historical and architectural significance, 
conducted prior to the public meeting for a Determination of Significance.  This report may be 
revised or updated with a new recommendation and/or findings based upon additional 
information provided to Staff or through further research. 

For a Determination of Significance, the structure must be either (A) listed on the National 
Register or (B) at least 50 years old. 

(A)  The structure is NOT listed on or within an area listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, nor is the structure the subject of a pending application for listing on the National 
Register. 

      OR 

(B)  The structure, pre 1895, is at least 50 years old. 

AND 

For a Determination of Significance under (B), the subject building must be found either 
(a) importantly associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or 
architecturally significant.   

(a) In accordance with the Findings on Historical Association, which utilizes historic 
maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit research, and through 
an examination of resources that document the history of the City, Staff recommend 
that the Historic Preservation Commission find 59 Albion Street Barn and 
Garage importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, or 
with the broad architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the 
City or the Commonwealth.   
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The subject building is found importantly associated with the broad architectural, cultural, economic and 
social history of the City due to its use as a barn or carriage house and the pre- automotive as early 
automotive history. 

      OR 

(b)  In accordance with the Findings on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed 
architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, 
as well as integrity, the ability to convey significance, Staff recommend that the 
Historic Preservation Commission find 59 Albion Street Barn and Garage 
historically and architecturally significant.   

The subject barn is found historically and architecturally significant due to its method of building 
construction and its association with pre-automotive Somerville. The addition is found significant as a 
rare wood framed garage. 
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1874 Hopkins Plate 30- 

 

1884 Hopkins Plate 12 
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1895 Bromley Plate 3 

 

1900 Stadly Plate 15    
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2005 Photos of barn and house 
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1851 Plan Book 4/Plan 78/(1/2) lot 14 
59 Albion Street O Woodbury 1874 Hopkins Atlas Plate 30 Land only
59 Albion Street O Daniel Simonds 1884 Hopkins Atlas Plate 12 4 Houses on Albion Street
59 Albion Street Annie Sturdee Widow of William H. Sturdee 1890 City Directory
59 Albion Street Calvin A. Hill Physician, 110 Court, Boston 1890 City Directory
59 Albion Street Warren M. Rich 1892 City Directory
59 Albion Street Mary E. Rich Widow of Michael Rich 1894 City Directory
59 Albion Street Warren M. Rich 1894 City Directory
59 Albion Street Amos Rines Horseshoer 1895 City Directory
59 Albion Street Benson B. Baldwin Horseshoer 1895 City Directory
59 Albion Street Richard A. Rines Milkman 1895 City Directory
59 Albion Street Josiah L. Gould Teamster 1897 City Directory
59 Albion Street Fred L. Broderick Driver 1898 City Directory
59 Albion Street Josiah L. Gould Teamster 1898 City Directory

224/308 59 Albion Street Jonathan C. Lombard (brother) 71 Provisions Dealer Massachusetts 1900 US Census
224/308 59 Albion Street R Lewis Lombard (head) 62 Provisions Dealer Massachusetts 1900 US Census
224/308 59 Albion Street Betsey A. Lombard (wife) 59 Massachusetts 1900 US Census
224/308 59 Albion Street Fannie M. Lombard (daughter) 33 Dressmaker Massachusetts 1900 US Census
224/308 59 Albion Street Florence Pierce (boarder) 20 Telephone Operator Massachusetts 1900 US Census

59 Albion Street Jonathan C. Lombard Provisions 1901 City Directory
59 Albion Street Lewis Lombard Provisions 1901 City Directory
59 Albion Street Charles F. Archer Train Despatcher, North Station, Boston 1902 City Directory
59 Albion Street Jonathan C. Lombard Provisions 1902 City Directory
59 Albion Street Lewis Lombard Provisions 1902 City Directory
59 Albion Street Hermon L. Gray Driver 1904 City Directory
59 Albion Street Ira Gray Guard, Boston Elevated Railway 1904 City Directory
59 Albion Street Oliver A. Prescott Carpenter 1906 City Directory
59 Albion Street George H. Halpin Mason, 20 Brattle, Boston 1908 City Directory
59 Albion Street George H. Halpin Mason, 35 Portland, Boston 1909 City Directory
59 Albion Street George H. Halpin Mason, 26 Brattle, Boston 1910 City Directory

243/377 59 Albion Street O George H. Halpin (head) 45 Mason, Builder Canada, English 1885 1910 US Census
243/377 59 Albion Street Charlotte Halpin (wife) 38 Massachusetts 1910 US Census
243/377 59 Albion Street Henry E. Halpin (son) 16 Massachusetts 1910 US Census
243/377 59 Albion Street George F. Halpin (son) 14 Massachusetts 1910 US Census
243/377 59 Albion Street Charlotte I. Halpin (daughter) 13 Massachusetts 1910 US Census
243/377 59 Albion Street Agnes G. Halpin (daughter) 4 Massachusetts 1910 US Census

59 Albion Street Henry Halpin Student 1913 City Directory
59 Albion Street George E. Halpin Mason, Boston 1914 City Directory
59 Albion Street Henry A. Halpin Student 1914 City Directory
59 Albion Street George H. Halpin Mason, 26 Brattle, Boston 1915 City Directory
59 Albion Street Henry E. Halpin Student 1915 City Directory
59 Albion Street G. Frederick Halpin 1916 City Directory
59 Albion Street George E. Halpin Mason, Boston 1916 City Directory
59 Albion Street Henry E. Halpin 1916 City Directory
59 Albion Street Francis Cody Foreman 1917 City Directory
59 Albion Street Frederick Halpin 1917 City Directory
59 Albion Street George H. Halpin Mason 1917 City Directory
59 Albion Street Henry E. Halpin 1917 City Directory
59 Albion Street Charlotte Halpin Wife of George H. Halpin 1918 City Directory
59 Albion Street G. Frederick Halpin 1918 City Directory
59 Albion Street George H. Halpin Mason, Boston 1918 City Directory
59 Albion Street Charlotte Halpin Wife of George H. Halpin 1919 City Directory
59 Albion Street Francis P. Cody Foreman 1919 City Directory
59 Albion Street G. Frederick Halpin 1919 City Directory
59 Albion Street George H. Halpin Mason, Boston 1919 City Directory
59 Albion Street Henry E. Halpin U.S.N. 1919 City Directory
59 Albion Street Charlotte Halpin Wife of George H. Halpin 1920 City Directory
59 Albion Street George H. Halpin Mason 1920 City Directory
59 Albion Street Henry E. Halpin Civil Engineer 1920 City Directory

135/212 59 Albion Street O George H. Halpin (head) 52 Mason, Brick Canada, English 1885/1894 1920 US Census
135/212 59 Albion Street Charlotte Halpin (wife) 49 Massachusetts 1920 US Census
135/212 59 Albion Street Henry E. Halpin (son) 26 Massachusetts 1920 US Census

59 Albion Street John Murphy Laborer 1925 City Directory
59 Albion Street Josephine Cody Wife of Francis P. Cody 1925 City Directory
59 Albion Street Francis P. Cody Foreman 1927 City Directory
59 Albion Street John Murphy Laborer 1927 City Directory
59 Albion Street Josephine Cody Wife of Francis P. Cody 1927 City Directory
59 Albion Street John Murphy Laborer 1929 City Directory
59 Albion Street Josephine Cody Wife of Francis P. Cody 1929 City Directory

59 Albion Street O Thomas E. & Mary A. Scanlan 1930 Deed 5510/450 from Merchants Co-operative Bank
59 Albion Street Joseph E. Silveira Printer 1933 City Directory
59 Albion Street Mary L. Watkins Wife of W. Carlyle Watkins 1933 City Directory
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59 Albion Street Mary Silveira Wife of Joseph E. Silveira 1933 City Directory
59 Albion Street W. Carlyle Watkins Artist 1933 City Directory
59 Albion Street Charles E. Moran Fire Prevention 1940 City Directory
59 Albion Street Gladys Berwick Wife of Herbert Berwick 1940 City Directory
59 Albion Street Herbert Berwick 1940 City Directory
59 Albion Street O Charles E. Moran 1940 Deed 6362/364 from Mary A. Scanlan

84 59 Albion Street O Charles E. Moran (head) 42 Fireman, City of Somerville Massachusetts 1940 US Census
84 59 Albion Street Mary A. Moran (wife) 40 Massachusetts 1940 US Census
84 59 Albion Street Joan Moran (daughter) 20 New Worker Massachusetts 1940 US Census
84 59 Albion Street William Moran (son) 19 Massachusetts 1940 US Census

59 Albion Street C. Moran 1957-1-546 Building Permit New roof on main side, strip shingles
59 Albion Street O Moran Realty Trust 1986 Deed 19273/579 from Charles E. Moran
59 Albion Street O Charles E. Moran 1988 Deed 19273/581 from Moran Realty Trust
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LIQUOR SQUAD'S PSYCHOLOGY RESULTS IN BRUISED CHIEF: OFFICERS WITH ...
Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); Apr 30, 1929; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 23
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ALLEGED BOOTLEGGER IS GIVEN 3 1/2 YEARS
Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); May 7, 1929; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 19
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Hit-Run Killer of Boy Described as Coatless Youth in Green Sedan
Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); Nov 12, 1949; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 14
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